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[INTRO]
** That ‘MOMENT’ when REVELATION meets REALITY, there is often a CRISIS
of FAITH resulting in either BREAKTHROUGH or BREAKDOWN!

• It could be a CALLING REVELATION
• It could be a HEALING REVELATION
• It could be a PROPHETIC REVELATION
• It could be a PROMISE/ THEOLOGICAL/ SCRIPTURE REVELATION
• ***Has anyone had a PROMISE or PROPHECY or REVELATION, and then the
OPPOSITE seems to be happening, like you’re living in the ANTI-ANOINTING?
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‘REVELATION
MEETS REALITY’

NEGOTIATING  THE

‘MOMENTS ’



E.G. LEO BIGGER’S recent preach on 
RACHEL’S NAMING OF BENONI on death bed!

Gen 35:18 “As her soul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name
Ben-oni (Son of my Sorrow); but his father called him Benjamin (Son of my

right hand).

E.G. JOHN THE BAPTIZER

[REVELATION] 
Matt 3:3 “For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet

Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’”

John 1:29 “John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! [30] This is the

one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me
because he was before me.’ [32] Then John gave this testimony: “I SAW the

Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.
[33] And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize

with water told me, [HEARD] ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit
come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Hol Spirit.’ [34]

I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”
Luke 3:[21] When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized
too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened [22] and the Holy Spirit

descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice [HEARD]
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with

you I am well pleased.”
Matthew 11:2-6

[REALITY]
[2] When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the

Messiah, he sent his disciples [3] to ask him, “Are you the one who
is to come, or should we expect someone else?” [4] Jesus

replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: [5] The blind
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the
poor. [6] Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
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A. PRINCIPLES OF THE 
REVELATION/REALITY 
‘MOMENT’
• AVOID Changing your DESTINATION (I.e. Generally you Should stay on the same
   JOURNEY/don’t be hijacked, distracted or diverted - E.G. Paul’s warning... those who
   Swerved, Strayed, Ship-wreck... Unless God is CLOSING a DOOR!)

• AVOID Changing your PERSONALITY (I.e. Generally you Should remain the same
   PERSON - We don’t ‘morph’/vacillate/up-and-down)

• AVOID Changing your THEOLOGY (I.e.Generally you Should hold the same
   THEOLOGY (i.e. Don’t change it to suit the circumstance, not pragmatic... BUT if it
   needs Changing....DO IT! E.G. RB and quote; “If your RELIGION does not CHANGE
   you... CHANGE your RELIGION!)

1. Called to be People of the Spirit... operating out of a LIFESTYLE of Revelation!
 a) E.g. Paul - Ephesians 1:[17] “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you
     may know Him better.” 
 b) E.g. John - Rev 1:[10] “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me 
     a loud voice like a trumpet [12] And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, [13] 
     and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man..”

2. INFORMATION is Not REVELATION - Too many ‘ARMCHAIR’  Theologians 
- I.E. THEORETICAL THEOLOGIANS! 

 2.1. Rom 1:[20] “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities
 - his eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from 
 what has been made, so that people are without excuse. [21] For although they knew 
	 God,	they	neither	glorified	him	as	God	nor	gave	thanks	to	him,	but	their	thinking	became
 futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.”
 
 2.2. It’s OFTEN Those who have a FORM of godliness - 2 Tim 3:[1] “But mark this: 
 There will be terrible times in the last days. [2] People will be lovers of themselves, 
 lovers  of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
 [3] without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,
 [4] treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God
 [5] having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such
 people.” a) I.E. Pilgrims progress = 9 of 15 ‘steps’ - Luke 24 mentioned below:
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 - INFORMATION (vs4”Why seek the Living among the dead?”) shud lead to.... 
 - DESPERATION (vs12 “Peter ran to the tomb”/ Woman bleeding) leads to.... 
 - CONFRONTATION (vs15 “Jesus Himself drew near on Emmaus Rd”)lead to...
 - CONVICTION (vs25 “O foolish ones, slow of heart to believe...”) leads to...
 - REVELATION (vs31”Their eyes were opened+they Recognized Him”)leads to 
 - IMPARTATION (vs36 “Peace to you..[breathed on them Jn20:22]..) leads to
 - TRANSFORMATION (vs49 “Clothed with Power from on High”) leads to
 - CONFORMATION (vs47 In His Name/changed into His Image-2Cor3:18)
 - DECLARATION (vs48 “You are WITNESSES of these things”)

3. FAITH and PATIENCE inherit PROMISES
- 3. Heb 6:[12] “We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith 
AND patience inherit what has been promised.”

4. FAITH, of NECESSITY, is TESTED
- James 1:[2] “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, [3] because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. [4] Let perse 
verance	finish	its	work	so	that	you	may	be	mature	and	complete,	not	lacking	anything.”
- 1Peter1:6-7 “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your
faith	-	more	precious	than	gold	that	perished	though	it	is	tested	by	fire	-	may
be found to result in praise & glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

5. There’s a CLASHING of KINGDOMS that is VIOLENT
- Matt 11:12 “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.”

 5.1. 1 Cor 16:9 “for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, 
 and there are many adversaries.”

6. There’s a NOT YET aspect of the KINGDOM (Reality of Revelation)
- Luke19:[11] “He went on to tell them a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going
to appear at once. [12] He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant
country to have himself appointed king and then to return. [13] So he
called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’
he said, ‘until I come back.’”
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IF YOUR RELIGION 
DOES NOT 
CHANGE YOU... 
CHANGE YOUR 
RELIGION!



B. MOST GO THRU’ A 
REVELATION/REALITY 
‘MOMENT’
1. Revelation of Divinity, Reality of the Dungeon - E.g. John in Prison (above)

2. Revelation is Sonship, Reality of Submission/Suffering - E.g. Peter
- Mt16:16 “Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” [17] Jesus
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by
flesh	and	blood,	but	by	my	Father	in	heaven.”

 a) E.g. Peter - Matt 16:[21] “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that
     he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
     priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be
     raised to life. [22] Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!”
     he said. “This shall never happen to you!” [23] Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get
     behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the
     concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

3. Revelation of Destiny, Reality of Disaster - E.g. Gideon in Winepress
- Jud 6:[12] “When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you,
mighty warrior. ” [13] “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with
us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our
ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’
But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”

4. Revelation of Divine Healing, Reality of Disease - E.g. Paul/Trophimus 
- Acts 19:11-12 “God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even
handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, &
their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.”

 a) E.g. 2 Tim 4:[20] “I left Trophimus sick in Miletus.”

5. Revelation of Sovereignty, Reality of Sorrow - E.5. g. Job (prosperity & poverty 
- Job 19:25 “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the
earth. Ch13:15 “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him”).

	 a)	Job	2:[7]	“So	Satan	went	out	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	and	afflicted	Job	with	
    painfulsores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head.

 b) E.g. wife’s council - [9] His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? 
     Curse God and die!”
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6. Revelation of a Baby, Reality of Barrenness - E.g. Abram & Isaac
- Rom 4:[17] “... the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they
were. [18] Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of
many nations... [19]....he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead - since he
was about a hundred years old - and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. ”

7. Revelation of Commission, Reality of Consequences - E.g. Moses & Pharoah (Ex4:1
“They will not LISTEN..” vs10 “I am not ELOQUENT vs13 “Send someone else...”etc)

8. Revelation of Purpose, Reality of Pain - E.g. Jesus in Gethsemane
- John 12:27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But 
for this purpose I have come to this hour... Luke 22:42 “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 
from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”

9. Revelation of Promise, Reality of Parting/Passing - E.g. - Lazarus
- Jn 11:4 “But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of
God,	so	that	the	Son	of	God	may	be	glorified	through	it.”

10. Revelation of Mission, Reality of Mercy - E.g. Jonah & Nineveh 
- Jon 3:4 “he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”

11. Revelation of Leadership, Reality of Loneliness - E.g. Elijah
- Rom11:2-3 “Lord, they (Israel) have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life.”

12. Revelation of Participation, Reality of Expectation
- E.g. Church PRAYS for Peter in PRISON 
- Acts 12:[5] “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
[7] Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the 
side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. [12] When this 
had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where 
many people had gathered and were praying. [13] Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a
servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. [14] When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was 
so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” [15] “You’re 
out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, “It must be his 
angel.”

13. Revelation of Overcoming, Reality of Obstacles - E.g. Moses & Red Sea
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14. Revelation of Messiah, Reality of Military occupation - E.g. Simeon 
- Lk 2:[25] “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. [26] It had been re-
vealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.”

C. MANAGING THE 
REVELATION/REALITY 
‘MOMENT’
1. TRUST in HIM... His Nature & Character - 2 Tim 1. 2:[13] “if we are faithless, he
remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”

2. ‘MARK’ the MOMENT - E.g. Jacob and Joseph’s DREAM 
- Gen 37:[11] “His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.”

3. TREASURE the MOMENT
 a) E.g. Mary & shepherds worship baby Jesus - Luke 2:19 “But Mary treasured up all these
     things and pondered them in her heart.”
 b) E.g. Mary and 12yr old Jesus in temple - Luke 2:[51] “Then he went down to Nazareth 
     with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in 
     her heart.”

4. STAY FOCUSED (do NOT Waver) - E.g. Abraham- Rom 4:19 “Without
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead - since
he was about a hundred years old - and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. [20] Yet he
did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, [21] being fully persuaded
that God had power to do what he had promised.”

5. SING in the MOMENT - Isaiah 54:[1] “Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a
child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were never in labor; because more are the
children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband, ” says the Lord.”

 a) PRAISE in the MOMENT (***Actually ALWAYS- Phil 4:4)
     - E.G. Paul/Silas in Prison 
     - Acts 16:[25] “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
       hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. [26] Suddenly there
       was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At
	 						once	all	the	prison	doors	flew	open,	and	everyone’s	chains	came	loose.”
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6. SURRENDER in the MOMENT - E.g. Mary’s immaculate conception 
- Lk 1:[34] “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” [38] “I am the
Lord’s	servant,”	Mary	answered.	“May	your	word	to	me	be	fulfilled.”	Then	the	angel	left	her.”

7. STAND in the MOMENT 
- Eph 6:[11] “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. [13]... so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after	you	have	done	everything,	to	stand.	[14]	Stand	firm	then,	with	the	belt	of	truth...”

8. SUBMIT in the MOMENT - E.g. Jesus in Gethsemane 
- Matthew 26:[38] “Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” [39] Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the
ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but 
as you will.”

9. OBEY in the MOMENT - E.g. Mary and PROVISION (WINE RUN OUT)... 
DO whatever He says!

10. WALK BY FAITH... NOT SIGHT in the MOMENT 
- 10. 2 Cor 5:6-7 “So we areCalways of good courage. We know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.”

11. LOOK for the UNSEEN REALITIES in the MOMENT
- 2 Cor 4:16-18 “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is 
being	renewed	day	by	day.	For	this	light	momentary	affliction	is	preparing	for	us	an	eternal	weight	
of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 
are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.”

12. REMEMBER... His FAITHFULNESS
- Heb 10:23 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised 
is faithful.”

13. REMIND...
	 a)Yourself	-	2	Cor	10:7	“If	anyone	is	confident	that	he	is	Christ’s,	let	him	remind	himself	
    that just as he is Christ’s, so also are we.” 
 b) Others - 1 Cor 4:17 “That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in 
    the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in 
    every church.”
 c) God - Isaiah 62:6-7 “On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the day and all 
    the night they shall never be silent. You who put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest, 
    and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth.”

REVELATION MEETS REALITY - MIKE ELTRINGHAM



Pg 12

14. DECREE - I.E. Job 
- Job 19:25 “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth.”

15. DECLARE - E.G. Leo Bigger’s recent PREACH on BENONI + BENJAMIN 
- Genesis 35:18 “And as her (Rachel’s) soul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name
Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 19 So Rachel died, and she was buried on the way to 
Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20 and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of Rachel’s 
tomb, which is there to this day. 21 Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of 
Eder.”

 15.1. You can Call your situation as it IS - Gen 35:18-19 “Rachel dying called son
        BEN-ONI = PAIN...
 15.2. OR you can call your situation what you WANT it to be - E.g. Jacob called him
        BENJAMIN (Son of my RIGHT HAND... BLESSING!)
 15.3. E.g. Adam called animals their NAME = Created CULTURE!
	 15.4.	E.g.	Jacob’s	name	changed	to	Israel	(God	fights	for	me)

N.B.***Praying... Reminded of a pregnant woman who came to our Gym...
 felt a CONCEPTION happened, but then DELAY or DESTRUCTION
 came and baby ‘stillborn’ or lifeless... BUT... He IS the RESURRECTION and the LIFE!
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